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Miami Public Library Offers Free High School Completion Program 

Residents of Miami and surrounding communities have another option available to complete 

their high school education thanks to a pilot project of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

(ODL) and the Oklahoma Office of Workforce Development (OOWD}. 

Miami Public Library and four other public libraries in the state are offering a limited number of 

scholarships for qualifying individuals to access Gale Excel High School, an online and fully

accredited High School Diploma program recognized by colleges, universities, and employers. 

Residents 25-years-old and older are eligible for the scholarships. 

Funding for the pilot is courtesy of funds from the U.S. Department of Labor under the 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, and with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 

through the Institute for Museum and Library Services. 

"This is a great opportunity for individuals who have schedules that make it difficult to 

participate in other adult education programs," according to Marcia Johnson, director of the 

library. 

"The high school completion program is self-paced, so students will find it easier to balance 

school with the demands of their daily life," Johnson said. "There's also a great variety of 

classes offered, and teachers and instructors are behind the scenes for students who have 
questions or need additional assistance." 

ODL Director Melody Kellogg said the flexibility of the program-as well as its on line access-is 

important, especially in the age of COVID. 

"We wanted to use some of our ARPA funds to expand the educational offerings of our public 

libraries, and we knew that the pandemic had disrupted so many schedules across the board. 

Attending a crowded classroom in-person may not be an option for some people. Excel High 

School allows for social distancing while providing top-notch educational opportunities," 

Kellogg said. 

Kellogg said online high school programs in public libraries also have a proven track record in 

Oklahoma. The Pioneer Library System that serves Cleveland, McLain and Pottawatomie 

counties is currently offering the program. 




